1.
The Dark Ages Symbolism of the "Dark" Ages had been around but during the 18th c it becaming a defining metaphor as the antithesis to the Enlightenment "These periodizations were on the whole neutral; for in the nineteenth century the medieval became culturally stylish in arts and crafts, while medieval history became respectable, as university men began to profess the subject. In popular usage, though, and particularly since the Second World War, the adjective 'medieval' has become strongly perjorative on both sides of the Atlantic. "An American early medievalist, Patrick Geary, has alerted early medieval historians to the topicality, and urgent relevance, of their field, becaust it's from 'psuedoscience' applied to it that modern nationalist ideologies have drawn dangerous myths with tragic consequences." 197
